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To: The Commission

---------------

As a New England State Police Administrator, I find it necessary
to register my concerns with the possible impact Proposed
Rulemaking under 92-235 may have on our state.

>

While refarming may be one method of making additional radio
frequencies available, it is most likely the majority of those
frequencies would be licensed and utilized by the commercial
market. Public Safety Entities would, again, find themselves
shortchanged in an area critical of all categories of emergency
response.

New England, and in particular, vermont, would be hard hit by the
requirements of these rules. The narrowing of bandwidths and
resulting loss is, by itself, unacceptable to the pUblic safety
community. To require Effective Radiated Power (ERP) reductions
to 5 watts is simply not practical.

The topography of the State of Vermont makes it impossible to
comply with the requirements of these rules. The number of
additional radio sites necessary to provide adequate
communications under these rules would result in millions of
dollars of State expenditures in Vermont alone. Further, the
environmental considerations are staggering. At a time when we
are being encouraged to reduce, and consolidate the number of
electronic sites currently used, adding sites will; almost
certainly, meet with strong opposition.
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As an Administrator of one state Police agency in New England, I
respectively urge you not to adopt any provisions suggested in
proposed rules under 92-235 until reasonable, cost effective
alternatives are available to the pUblic safety and emergency
response community.

COMMENTS OF: Vermont Department of Public Safety

SUbmitted,

n /!--- c-~"', w..-~~~ \
A. '~walton, Jr~
Commissioner
Vermont Department of Public Safety
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